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AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


‘AMERICANS NEED CASH NOW’ 


Immediate payments part of White House relief proposal 


By Lisa Mascaro and Zeke Miller 


vowed swift action. ) 
Associated Press 


Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
appeared on Capitol Hill to brief Sen- 
ate Republicans as state and local offi- 
cials acted more forcefully to restrict 
gatherings and mobility in the face of 
growing sickness. 

“Americans need cash now,” Mnuchin 
said during a White House press brief- 
ing on the administration’ latest efforts 
to combat the disease. “I mean now, 
in the next two weeks.” 

“We want to go big,” Trump added. 
“We want to get it done and have a big 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump is asking Congress to unleash 
a torrent of emergency economic aid 
— including direct checks to Ameri- 
cans — in an extraordinary effort to 
shore up households and the econ- 
omy in the coronavirus crisis. 

As part of a proposed economic res- 
cue not seen since the Great Recession 
in 2008, Trump wants checks sent to 
the public within two weeks as part 
of a package that officials said could 


cost $1 trillion. Congressional leaders Checks continued on A10 


SENIOR CARE 


= —~ re = 
Family members are relegated to celebrating a loved one’s birthday through a window 
Tuesday at The Retreat at Canton, where three residents and an employee tested positive for 
COVID-19. Some 50 residents there are living in self-isolation. HYOSUB SHIN / HYOSUB.SHIN@AJC.COM 


Senior care homes deal 
with coronavirus cases 


Residents in isolation as homes work to prevent spread of virus. 


ALSOINSIDE 
» Volunteers, faith groups, nonprofits 
expand efforts to reach seniors, A3 


By Brad Schrade 
brad.schrade@ajc.com 


Like hundreds of large senior living facilities 
in Georgia, The Retreat at Canton touts the 
communal spirit of the assisted living home. 
Photos posted on its Facebook page just a 
week ago show residents getting manicures 
together, playing cards and sipping tea during 
an afternoon gathering that drew nearly 20 
seniors around a tightly packed table. 

This carefree lifestyle abruptly halted after 
three residents and an employee tested pos- 
itive for the coronavirus in the first known 
cases at a senior care home in Georgia. In 
the flash of a test result, life was transformed 


at the upscale community. 

Now, some 50 residents are living in self-iso- 
lation in their rooms. They eat alone. Group 
activities have been discontinued. Even car- 
nival games are played alone. 

All residents are cut off from direct physi- 
cal contact with family as outside visits have 
been eliminated, though the staff is trying to 
facilitate daily phone calls, Skype sessions 
or FaceTime calls with loved ones. On Tues- 


Senior care continued on A8 


E 
THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


THETOLL 
Across the United States, more than 100 people 
infected with the highly contagious new virus have now 
died — a toll that experts expect to rise quickly. 


SHELTER IN PLACE? 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said residents should 
be prepared for the possibility of a shelter-in-place order 
within days, but Andrew Cuomo, the state’s governor, 
said “there is no consideration of issuing one.” A2 


VOLATILE MARKETS 
After suffering their worst day in decades, stocks 
bounced back as Washington policymakers talked up 
plans to try to cushion an economy careening toward a 
recession. The Dow gained more than 1,000 points. A13 


AJC EXCLUSIVE GEORGIA POLL 


AJC poll: Biden, Ossoff lead Georgia Democratic races 


WHY IT MATTERS ( 


Any package that includes relief for airlines could have a significant impact in 
Atlanta and Georgia. 
E Atlanta-based Delta Air Lines, the biggest U.S. carrier by revenue, has 
about 90,000 employees worldwide, including more than 36,000 in Georgia. 
E As travel plummets due to the coronavirus, Delta said last Friday it 

would cut back flights by 40% — the largest reduction in company history. 
The airline also said it would ground 300 planes, freeze hiring and cut its 
workforce through voluntary unpaid leaves. 

E Hartsfield-Jackson International, the world’s busiest airport, where Delta 
has its largest hub, has more than 63,000 workers. That includes airline and 
airport employees, concessions workers, contractors and others. The airport 
says it has an $82 billion economic impact on the region. 

— KELLY YAMANOUCHI 


ACROSS THE STATE 


Hunt is on for medical 
supplies as virus spreads 


Kemp could deploy 
Ga. National Guard 
to deliver equipment. 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@ajc.com 


Georgia is scrambling to replen- 
ish medical supplies, add hospital 
beds and set up quarantine facil- 
ities in anticipation of a dramatic 
surge in coronavirus infections. 

The number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19, the disease caused 
by the new coronavirus, grew by 
21 percent in Georgia on Tues- 
day, following a similar increase 
the previous day. State officials 
reported 146 cases in 27 coun- 
ties in every region of the state. 

More than one-third of the 420 
people tested for the virus so far 
in Georgia got positive results, sug- 
gesting that as testing becomes 


more widespread, the number 
of confirmed cases could grow 
exponentially. 

Authorities have attributed one 
death in Georgia to the corona- 
virus. But the coroner in Dough- 
erty County, Michael Fowler, is 
investigating three others that he 
suspects were caused by COVID- 
19, the Albany Herald reported 
late Tuesday. Attempts to reach 
Fowler were unsuccessful, and 
a spokesman for the governor’s 
office said he had no information 
on the deaths. 

The virus has hit southwest 
Georgia hard. More than 200 
patients treated by Phoebe Put- 
ney Medical Center in Albany 
are waiting for coronavirus test 
results from a private laboratory, 
and six cases already have been 
confirmed in Dougherty County. 


State continued on A14 


Feel like you are getting sick? Don’t go to the emergency room. 
Monitor symptoms and consult with your doctor. EMORY HEALTHCARE 


Important advice for everyone 


Public health experts say these are the best ways to protect 


yourself: 


E Stay home as much as possible, especially if you are over 65 or 


have underlying health conditions. 


E Practice social distancing. The CDC advises staying 6 feet away 


from others in public. 


E Feeling like you are getting sick? Don’t go to the emergency 
room. If you are mildly ill, stay home, check your temperature 
at least twice a day, and limit your contact with others in your 
household. Wear a face mask when you are around them. 

E If symptoms worsen, call your doctor or an urgent care clinic 
for advice on where to go for testing or treatment. Testing is still 
largely limited to those with a doctor’s order and more severe 


symptoms. 


E Don’t call 911 for testing. Call it only for a medical emergency, 
such as difficulty breathing or an extremely high temperature. 


METRO, B1 
Gunman killed in 


shootout with police 


Former vice president 
far ahead of Sanders; 
vote now set for May. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 
Tia Mitchell 
tia.mitchell@ajc.com 
and Sarah Kallis 
sarah.kallis@ajc.com 


Joe Biden was poised for a big 
victory over Bernie Sanders in 
Georgia before the state’s presi- 
dential preference primary was 


postponed two months, accord- 
ing to an Atlanta Journal-Consti- 
tution survey released Tuesday 
that gave the former vice presi- 
dent a 44-point lead over his chief 
Democratic adversary. 

The former vice president led 
Sanders 66% to 22% in the poll 
released Tuesday, which showed 
only 11% of Georgia Democratic 
voters were undecided. The vote 
was delayed from March 24 to May 
19 because of growing concerns 
about the coronavirus pandemic. 

The poll, conducted for the 
AJC by the University of Georgia’s 


School of Public and International 
Affairs, was released days after 
the Vermont U.S. senator vowed 
to stay in the race despite a drub- 
bing by Biden in recent contests 
across the nation. 

The survey also found a tight 
Democratic race in the competi- 
tion to challenge U.S. Sen. David 
Perdue, a first-term Republican 
with close ties to President Don- 
ald Trump. 

Jon Ossoff, an investigative jour- 
nalist and former 6th Congres- 
sional District candidate, leads 
the field with roughly one-third 


of the vote. His two most prom- 
inent opponents, Sarah Riggs 
Amico and former Columbus 
Mayor Teresa Tomlinson, each 
tallied about 15% of the vote. 

But the plurality of likely Dem- 
ocratic primary voters — about 
39% — are still undecided nearly 
two months before an election 
that’s been upended by the out- 
break of a disease that’s effec- 
tively ground traditional cam- 
paigns to a halt. 

That means the Democratic 


AJC poll continued on A6 


Two Atlanta police officers 
were grazed by bullets during 
a deadly shootout near 
Piedmont Park on Tuesday. 
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